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LETTER 


P E E R> Oc. 


MY LORD, 


Could not have expected, that what was lately Of- 
fer'd in a Private Converſation, on Oceaſion of 


the Bill to prevent Occaſiona! Conformity, would 
ever have been call'd for in any other Way: But, ſince 
your Lordſhip apprehends the Reaſoning I then us'd, 
to be Strong and Cogent, and that it may do good Ser- 
vice Abroad, eſpecially as coming from a Diſintereſted 
Perſon ; One who never had, nor does ever intend, 
to Accept of any Office, Civit or Military, himſelf upon 
any Terms, and who alſo needs not (on his own 
account ) to Plead againſt full Conformity as a Teſt for 
em; I may not ſo far Diſpute, either your Lordſkip's 
Judgment or Authority, as to refuſe to give you in 
Writing the Subſtance: of what paſs'd in Diſcourſe. 

I cannot pretend, my Lord, to remember the Words 
which I then made Uſe of, nor altogether the Order 
and Method in which I deliver'd my Thoughts to your 
Lordſhip : But, (fo far as I can Recolle& ) the whole 
of what was then Offer d, may be reducd to Two 
Heads. Namely, Animadverſrons on ſuch Pamphlets as 

B. 2 | either: 


(4) 
either were deſign'd to prepare the way for, or to De 
fend the Bill; and Ar againſt it 
Under the rer Head, I took Notice of ſeveral 
Pamphlets, of which I ſhall give your Lordſhip ſome 
Account. The Papers I refer'd to, partly proceeded 
uponA r a Gwil Account. 

Of the Firſt, I mention'd thoſe many Sermons and 
other Diſcourſes, which for ſome Years paſt, have been 
Pleading againſt Occaſional Conformity : The General 
Principle they go upon is very Weak and Precarious ; 
which is, That where Oecaſional Communion is Lawful ; 
Conſtant is a Duty No your Lordſhip, who has O:- 
caſronally communicated your ſelf both with Lutherau 
and Calviniſtical Churches Abroad, ( which by the way, 
differ as widely from each Other at leaſt, if not more 
then the Eſtabliſh'dl, and the Diflenting Churches) I 
preſume never thought Your ſelf thereby oblig'd conſtant- 
ly to Communicate with either And it would be ve- 
ry Sttange ; if ſuppoſing I have Charity enough. to 
think the Diſſenting ' Congregations true Churches: 
and thereupon ſometimes Communicate with em as 
ſuch ; I ſhould thereupon be oblig'd to abandon all 
Communion with the Church of England: At this Rate; 
by how much the more Extenſive any Mans Charity is, 
ſo much the more he would be cramp'd. | 

There arc yet other Pamphlets, my Lord, which 
Charge the Diffenters, who Oecaſtonally Communicate 
withthe C. of E. a sinconſiſtent with themſelves as Men of two 

£26 differing Religions, or at 


Sce D. Fs Enquiry into the Occaſional | 3 
Conformity of Diſſenrers, and his Letter 10 eaſt 0 8 W. 4 


Ar. Howe, by way of Refiy to bis Coofi- Neuwtr al ty in Religion, as 

GR. 33 _ — _ Hypocritical Time- Server 5 

Baal; and te Letter from 4 Clerg y-, | : 

10 the Coluhiry, Bc. Vindicating o Bill and what not : One of 

for brbim i the Tranſlation of Biſhops. them, that ſeems to be of 
better Figure then the reſt, 

and who is more modeft-than to undertake to defend 


the 


1 
the making that mot Solemn part of our Religion, the 
Holy Euchariſt, 2 State Oath, and an Introduction to 
Civil Preferments, yet Brands their occaſionally Com- 
municating with us as a moſt Scandalons thing, and the 
moſt Impudent Hypocriſte inraginable, ſuppoſing (as the 
reſt of their Accufers do) that they do it mreerly. te 
raiſe themſelves to Poſts of Profit and Dominion, But all this 
is the meer Effet of Uncharitableneſs, and IlI-will: 
Ihave my (elf known many of the Diflenters, who 
long before the Sacramental Ie was requir'd, did 
ſometimes Communicate with us, and not only J, but 
multitudes beſides have ſeen Some, and heard of O- 
thers of the moſt leading Men-among their very Mi- 
niſters, who both before and fance that AF have 
done the ſame thing; and can any Man imagine it to- 
have been for the ſake of Preferment? The truth is, 
my Lord, this has been the Practice (ſo far as I can 
underſtand ) of the more moderate fort among em 
all along: and their profeſſed deſign in it has been to 
teſtiftie, that tho they thought the Communion of the 
Diſſenting Congregations preferable, and what they 
ought more Fatedly to attend; yet they did not look 
upon the C of E—— as no true part of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, or ſuch with which they may never 
Lawtully Communicate : And where is the Scandal of 
all this? Or what is there in it, but what may well c- 
nough agree, to a Religious, and an Honeſt Man? 
Where lies the Neceſſity of it, that every one that 
Diſſents from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, muſt needs re- 
move to the utmoſt diſtance from it? And why may 
not ſome, who Conſcientiouſly ſcruple ſome things 
in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and thereupon are barr d up 
trom Conſtant and entire Communion with it yet, as 
to other things be ſo well ſatiſied, as Conſcientiouſly alſo 
ſometimes to Communicate with ite After all the Clam- 
wour that has been made againſt em, how miſtaken ſo- 


vA 


(6) 3 
ever they may be as to their Non- conformity, yet 
thoſe of em, with whom 1 have been acquainted; I 


take to be as Pious Conſcientious Men, and upon all ac- 


counts Men of as great Integrity, as any that are 
among us. | SE 
More lately therefore. I find the Diſſenters are aſ- 
faulted upon n Political account, in a Paper Entitul'd 
The Caſe of Toleration Recegnmiz'd, A Paper drawn up 


for the moſt part with a great deal of Softneſs and 


Subtilty, very agreeable to your Lordſhips Senfe while 
pleading the cauſe of Liberty, and againſt Perſecution, 
and in his juſt Animadverſions on SachevereP's late Scur- 


rilous Libel, as well as when he declares an Ad of 
Comprehenſion to be what the beſt of Men will always. 


deſire : Ewiſh the reſt of the Pamphlet had been wrote 
with the ſame Candour and Fairneſs. But my Lord, 
when he comes to Reaſon the Diſſenters out of alt 
Offices of Truſt, he feigns a Dialogue, as knowing 
that to be the moſt Effectual' way to gain his Point; 


and therem he- puts words into the Diſſerters Mouth, 


and makes him ſay but juſt what he pleaſes; no 
Wonder therefore that he is Puzzled, p. 18. and preſent- 
iv again Perplex'd, p. 19. where he would have been 
under no Diſhculty (perhaps ) had he been allow'd to 
ſpcak for himſelf : In One page, he makes him boaſt 
of nothing lefs than Demonſtration, p. 19. and preſently 


hc grows Dowbtfil, and at laſt is at ſuch a loſs he krows 


ot what to ſay, p.23. Thus does he with the greateſt eaſe 
imaginable, Wind and turn him this way, or that, and 
makes the poor Diſſenter yield him every thing he would 
have. He ſaics indeed at laſt, that he has Concealed no- 
thing to his Knowlede, that the One has a fuir Claim 


for au the other ; but when your Lordſhip ſecs what 


further might have been pleaded in the Diſſenters Caſe, 


you may be inclin'd to think,one who- underſtood their 


Cafe uo better, was not the fitteſt to Repreſent and ex- 
POle: 
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e nn 
poſe it before the World And I muſt Confeſs when 
I found him inſulting the Difſenters, with, What ! Maynt 
you 72 to Heaven without Worldly Honour > &c. and in a- 
nother place intimating that they would be made # he 
more capable of In well all the Functions of their 
Spiritual Calling, by being excluded from ſuch Corporations 
as gre buſied with Worldly concerns. p. 13, 14. It brought 
to mind the Flouts and Jeers with which Celſæas ban- 
terd the Chriſtians of Old; I'll nct repeat his words, 
leſt the Dr. ſhould be thought to have borrow'd from 
Him. But before I leave this, ] would take the Liber- 
ty to enquire if the Dr. really thinks an Excluſion from 
Secular Offices ſo great an Advantage, why does he ſo 
Induſtriouſly Labour to Engroſs em all into his Friends 
Hands? And plead for it as the Churches Right. ns 
neceſſary for its Support, as what] may be expected 
from God in due Time, tho' Kier and Queens in 
their turns Succeſſively ſhould neglect herein to do em 
Juſtice ; for this muſt certainly be the Senſe of his 
concluding Words. One would be Tempted from hence 
to think, that he himſelf Believes, Dominion is fornd- 
ded in Grace; and that he with the Jeſuit makes 7. 
matter of Conſcience, not only barely to propagate His 
Opinions, but likewiſe fo Govern Kinedoms, &c. to 
continue therefore his own words, hat a Notion mu ſt the 
Enemies of our Religion have of us and it, who when we 
come firfl among them, claim nothing but a bare Permiſſi- 
on of our Faith, for the Securing our Happineſs in another 
Morld ; but ſo ſoon as that's. obtain'd, fall a fiehting for 
Secular Authority, and if its denied us upbraid our Rulers as 
Unjuſt. p. 16, 3 | 

But to come to the Argumentative part of his Paper: 
there are two Things the Dr. ſeems to plead in favour 
of the preſent Bill: The One is, That the Diſſenters have 
no Reaſon to complain of it; and the Other that the 


* Church has Reaſon to Expect it. 
| as Under 


— — . ⁵ Ä——J—ſ . — — 
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Under the former Head, He pleads, that it is wo Plx 
fecntier, nor Jrjuſtice to em, nor yet any Vi. Lition of 
that great Law of Equity, Do as you wohld be Aout by: 
Therefore ret to be complained of. Fad Has 

And Fir, He pleads that ſuch a Bill is 0 Poferntron 
of the Diſſemters : For that they way flill worſhip Gol as 
they think fit, p. 15. and the Primitive Chriſtians never 
rechon'd themſelves perſccuted, for being barely deprev'd 
of ſecular | Power. P. 14. Now, my Lord, this is Juſt 
vhat was pleaded by the Popiſb Clergy in France, againſt 
the Proteſtants there, when by the very ſame Method, 
they firſt began to break in upon their Liberties, and 
to violate the Edi of Nants : and no hearty Proteſtant 
will like it the better upon that account. But befides 
this prejudice againft it, the Argument it ſelf has no 
Weight in it: For whattho' the Diſſenters be (till at- 
tow'd to worſhip God as they think fit, yet they may be 
perſecuted notwithſtanding, many ways: For Inftancc, 
if a Brand of Infamy be fot upon em for their Non Con- 
formity : We read, that Ihe perſecuted Iſaac, tho* he 
neither put him to Death, nor fo much as impriſon'd, 
or find Him; bnt only w2ck'd Him, put a Brand of In- 
famy upon Him: And fo the Primitive Chriſtians in 
Julians days, thought it a very great Hardſhip upon 
em, when a Law was only paſt, whereby they had 
the odious name of Gelileans put upon em: To which 
the very name of Condentieles put upon the Aſſemblies 
ot Dillenters, fees abundantly to anſwer : But (tho' 
rhat were Overlook d) what greater Hardſhip can be 
put upon the whole Bodv of em, than that they Thou'd 
be branded by Act of Parliament before all the World, 
as Perſons unfit to be employ'd by the Goverriment in 
any Publick Truſts, &c. And while nothing can be al- 
tedg',as to moſt of em, as the Reaſon hereof, but their 
Non- Conformity ouly ; I fee not why, their Reputation, 


- Pry — — 


being a thing due to em, it ſhou d not (upon the Drs. 5 


General 


(9) 
General Scheme p. 18) be called Perſerution. And when 
the Dr. challenges the Diſſenters, to prove the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians thought it Perſecution, barely to be depriv'4 
of Secular Power He does not come up to the Caſe: 
For there is a wide difference between 4 bare depriving em 
of Secular Power, and depriving'em of the Capacity for it. 
The Diſſenters themſelves that were in Commiſſion of 
the Peace, or other Office in the laſt Reign, and are ſince 
laid aſide, do not (ſo far as ever I heard) cry out of 
Perſecution upon it. But the declaring or rendring em 
utterly incapable Chow fit ſocver ſome of them may 
be) to be Employed hereafter, is a great deal more then 
the bare not Employing'em for the preſent. And after 
all, what ſhall we ſay of ſuch Diſſenters in the Army, 
Navy, or in her Mijeſties Houſe-Hold or Family,@c.who 
obtain'dnot their Truſts without confiderableSumms, and 
have little ar nothing elſe butthe pay or Salary of their 
Places for themſelves and Families to ſubſiſt upon; ſhould 
they after they have proved themſelves both capable and 
faithful in their reſpective Truſts, be depriv'd of theit 
very Livelyhoaod, for the ſake of their Conſciences only; 
what can this be call'd but Perſecution ? Let any man in 
the World be reduc'd to this hard Choice, Either to 
raine his Family, or to violate the peace of his own Mind, 
and He will certainly reckon himſetf perſecuted, tho 
the Doors of the Place, where he is wont to worſhip God, 
be (till allowed to ſtand open. And to cloſe this Head, 
the Dr. himſelf allows, that Puniſbing Men for Noncon- 
formity i Perſecution, p. 12. Now whether ſuch a 
Law of Excluſion upon Difleaters, be a Puniſhment, 
or not, I hid rather ſome Nobie Members of your on 
Houſe ſhould inform Your Lordſhip thin l, who (up- 
on a yet leſs oc ſion ) di declare that rh2y cauld not 
fee how it could conſiſt with the Law of Gol, common 
Equity, or th: Right of any Free-barn Subject, that any 
One be Puniſh'4 without Crime, adding, That if it be 4 
B 


Crime? 


(10) ; 

Crime wot 10 take the Sacrament according to the Uſage 
of the C-— of F*— cer c ought to be N for 
it, which vo cre /firms. If it be u Crime, thoſe who 
axe gapelle, and Jidg'd fit by the King, ought rot to be 
Puniſhed with a Law of Excluſion, for not doing that 
which tis no Crime to forbear. 

The Drs. next pretcnce is, That ſuch a Bill would 


not bg. any Injuſtice done to the Drſſinters; fer that, 


Caccording to him) they have no Ni, to any Pub- 
lick Truſts. What! Have they not a Right to continuc 
Capableof them, tho no immediate Right to the 7 ruſts them- 


ſelves : Nay, One would think (at leaſt) thoſe of en 


who have bought their places, &c. as is before ſaid, 
have the ſame Right to them, as any Man has to his 
Erce-bold. But, ſays the Dr. [ nem no more Eſſeutial 
to a Citizen, (I ſuppoſe he intends the Word in the lar- 
geſt Senſe, as it ſignifics a Frec-horu Sulject, a Denixon 
or one incorporated into any, whether greater or leſſer 
State er Community) but that he have a Legal Protedi- 
ox to his private Property ; and private Property I take to 


be a Mans Perſon, and, Eſtate, and whoſocucrenjoyes the 


Liberiy of the One, and the je of the Other — has all 
the Right a (ilizen can crave. p. 17. And again, *Tis 
altogether falſe that a Citizen as ſuch, has a Right to 
Publick Emplozmcnts, for as ſuch be has only a Right to 
the Protection of His Perſou and Property, which are of 
Private Confideration ; And conſequently the Secluding 
Him. from the management of Publick Affairs 
Whether it be done for his Opinions, or other Poluical 
Accounts, is -- no lujuſtice. P 18. 

Where My Lord, the Dr. ſcems not to Underſtand 
the Subject he is upon; For he has no determinate and 
Rix d Senſe of the word (L Prepcrty | in one page tis 
large enough to include tlic Perſon; in the very next 
tis diſtinguiſhed from it. And he has taken no notice of 
a Man's W1 fe, Children, Servants, which yer are 2 

c 70 in gs 
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(ns 
things both from his Peron, and Eſtate, and what 2 
Citizen may bave as much a Right to, as to what he 
names; or if there he would excuſe himſelf, becauſe ſpeał · 
ing of a Citizen meerly as fach, yet ſtill he has a Right - 
to his Repntation, till he juſtly forfeit it. But to pats 
ſuch Slips as thefe, | 
His main Deſign, every one may ſee, is to perfwade 
our Legiſlators, they really do the Piſſenters no Wrong, 
tho' they ſhould turn or keep them out of Offices, becanfe* + 
they have no right to be taken or continued in: And they 
therefore have no ſuch Right, becauſe as Catrzews, 
they only have a Right to the Protection of their Perſons 
and Properties. And this, being the whole ſtrength of 
the Drs. Argument, ought to be diſtinctly confidered. 2 
And Firſt, Let us ſuppoſe the whole to be true, how 
would it affect even thoſe of the preſent Eſtabliſhment:: 
For, according to his own Reaſoning, what belowgs to 4 
Citizen as fuch , belongs to every Citizen. p. T6. So that flap» 
poſe a Popiſh Prince thould ever aſcend the Throne, they 
would, if this be true, do Proteſtants in general nowrong, 
* tho' they exclude em from the Government. And I with, 
1 we may not alfo find, if the Bill ſhould paſs, that it helps 
to pave the way for 2 Popiſh Sueceſcor. Nay further, at this 
Kate, None would have a Right to Offices, and con- 
ſequently none would be 77jur'd by being excluded: 
And ſo the ſame, or as great Abfurdity, would attend the 
Drs. Argument as what he charges on his Antagomiſts: 
vis, it concludes nothing lecauſo it concludes too much. p. 16. 
For a Czty or State without any Officers. is certainly as: 
groſs a Contradiction in Politicks, as ſuch a Body without 
private Members. is 
Since therefore his Argument aparently Fails, the 
next thing is to diſcover where it is defective; and 
that I take to be in the very Foundatiom The Dr: 
| ſeems not to have underſtood ; that betides the pleaſure 
ot the Prizge, the State, or ſuch ta whom. & 4 
| chooſe 
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all Occaſions, Loyal to their Sovereign, ready 


( 12 ) 

ckuſe or appoint Officers, there are alſo in the Citizens 
themſelves requiſite due Qualifications to give a Right to 
Offices, nim ly Av:1;tzzs for the Service of the place to 
they may be call'd, and known Irztegrity upon which 
which they may be truſted. Now wherever ſuch Quali. 
fications are found, tho' they have ot an Immediate 
Right thereupon to Offices, yet they have a Right not 
to be Declar'd, or Rendered Incapable, and the Go- 
vernment alſo has a Right, within ſuch a Compaſs, to 
chooſe its Officers. 

And this I take to be the Caſe of Proteſtant Diſſent ers, 
however they may be under a Miſtake, as to the Points 
in difference between them and us: For they have, many 
of them, prov d themſelves true Friends to their Country on 
in the 
Exigencies of State) to advance confiderable Sums for 
the Service of the Publick, tender of the National Con- 
ſtitution, under the Awe of an Oath, diligent, faithful, 
and every way capable of theTruſts that have been com- 
mitted to em; nor have they, as Diſſenters, eatertain'd 
any Principles prejudicial to Government, ſo far as ever 
yet appear'd, So that I know no Reaſon why all with 
Long-Noſes, or with Black-Hair, might not as juſtly be 
incapacitated for Offices, as all that are Diſſenterc. 

There is indeed a very juſt Reaſon for us, to exclude Pa- 
piſte from all places of Truſt; while their very Principles 
oblige em, to own and ſupport a Foreign Jurisdiction, op- 
poſite to and inconſiſtent with the juſt Rights of their 
Natural Sovercign: And while they are allow d to break 
thro' the Tycs and Obligations of molt Solemn Oaths, 
under a pretence that u Faith is to be kept with Heretichs, 
But I muſt ingenuouſly own, I know no difference be- 
tween a Church-of-Eneland-man and a Proteſtant-d:ſſenter, 
that makes the One, as ſuch, fic to be truſted, and the 
Other not: And ſhould an Incapacitating Bill paſs upon 
the latter, I ſce not but an Ixjury will be done both to 


them 


them, and to the Government it ſeif. 5 


, _ 
6-43) 

Yet {till there is a Third Plea behind, for the Dr. not 
conteiited to have acquitted ſuch a Bill from the charge 
of Perſecuti u and Jnjuſtice, will not ſo much as allow 
the Diflenters any Relief againſt it from that great 
RiilzolFaqity, Do as ye world be done by: And the more 
cHoctually io cut off their Expectations thence, He tells _ 
"nit, that irplies no more, than Compaſſion in an equitable, 
Caſe the ſhowing pity ſo far as is Conſiſtent with the Order 
of the Held, p. 22. Now, my Lord, granting the Senſe 
upon that Law, I am fully ſatisfied ſuch Rigour 
Hd be a violation of it for wherein ſhould we endange 
the Order of the World by entruſting ſome Diſſenters with 
Offices in the ſeveral Cities and Corporations where 
they were employ'd? None (fo far as I have hear d) were 
more concern'd than they, to preſerve and maintain 
due Order, to promote the Reformation of Manners, 
which many of your Lordſhip's Houſe have alſo Hear- 
tily appear'd for, and to ſuppreſs thoſe Vices and Im- 
moralities which would throw all into Confuſion. The 
Dr. under this Head, touches upon the Severites of ſome 
ia the time ct Uſurpation : But J had thought the Rule 
was not Do as ye were, but as ze would be done by: Beſides, 
upon Enquiry, I can't find, thateven then they Excluded 
any from Offices, becauſe of their differing Sentiments 
in Religion; but for the diſowning the Government 
that then was: And Every Government (tho'it be ir- 
regular and uſurp'd) will fo far take care of it ſelf, as not 
to favour and employ thoſe that are its avow d Exemies 
and it ought to be conſider'd, that under that Notion, 
many who are now Diſſenters, were not only excluded 
from Truſts, but other ways too ſuffer'd as deeply, as 
any of the then call'd Epiſcopal Party. 

We are now therefore come to the Other Head, namely, 
that the Church has Reaſon to Exped ſuch a Bill: For 
when he ſays, ſuch a Bill would be for the Security of 
our Eflabliſlfd Church, p. 25. and eſpecially when byhis 

C 


COn. 


(014) 
concluding Words, He ſeems to heiFor Kings and Queen 
into it, we may conclude, He reckons it is the Church's 
Rieb?, that none ſhould be employ'd, or allow'd to be 
Employ*'d, but who are entirely affected to and in the 
Intereſts of the Church. 

But, my Lord, I would fain know what peculiar Charter 
God has given to Chriſtians of this inclos*d Commu— 
ion, upon which they can not only claim a Right to 

"Enjoy Offices themſelves, but alſo to exclude all others. Or 

if they ſuppoſe, the Law of ſelf-defence will direct to and 
defend ſuch a Bil; it mult be from an apprehenſion, 
that the Diſſenters are ſich Enemies to the Church, that 
whatever Power and Authority is put into their Hands, 
will be employ'd to undermine it. But what Ground is 
there in all the World for ſuch a Surmiſe? We all know 
that the Diſſentert are entirely with us, both in Principle 
and Intereſt, againſt the PapifFs : That the moſt mode- 
rate among them by communicating ſometimes with us, 
ſhow a very Friendly Inclination towards, and are far 
from having deſerv'd tobe lookt upon as Enemies: And 
however they may wiſh for Alterations or 
Abatements to be made, in order to the widening the 
Church's Foundation, as many of onr n Communion 
alſo do; yct have they oft profeſe , they had rather it 
ſhould continue as it is, than that any Methods ſhoul l - 


be us d, for the obtaining fich Alterations, that are 


irregulo: or ur e ce blehr that ound endanger the Pub- 
lick. And yet fitter, many of em have been emoloy'd in 
Publick OF 4 „hat gaungerous, Attempts di they ever 


make mtb Chir PV3ne would think, myLord it this 


Warzen Oran they go upon, to preſerve and Secure 
th. Church they. ght fo ede lude em when they are At- 
t Cmmpermine and Ruine it, but by no means up- 
FITL2 *4 


Mor on wh tlnrenton ble Fear leſt they ſhould attempt it. 
Tar (5 vet 03,5 Phamphlet more in defence of this 
Pill, Emvrul'd, 4% Eftabliſhment of the Church, the 


Pre- | 
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Prefervation of the State, A Paper ſo Ridiculouſly weak 


and Trifling, that I ſhould never have named it, were 
it not from thence 'to obſerve to your Lordſhip, what 
ſort of Men are likely to be gratiffd by ſuch a Bill. 
A Papiſt the Author is, I doubt not, if not a Jeſuit 
in Maſquerade : It does not only every where breathe 
ſuch mercileſs Fury againſt the Diſſenters, but the ve- 
ry ſtile in which he Writes, and his Ridicalous deſcants 
upon Scripture, are what do no way favour of aniEng- 
l;h,or even Proteſtant Education, both Divinity/and Poli- 
ticks ſmell rank of fome Popiſh Seminary : And however 
the Man do all that in him lies to conceal himſelf, 
yet when he ſpeaks of the Primitive C. of E. as contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from the Preſent, as what was perfected by 
its Diſcpline, what can he mean, other than the Old Po- 
piſi Church among us 2 And what he fays in the 
ſame Paragraph of the Reformation as if it 
only pretended to a Spirit of Mildneſs, and of a 
Spiritual Magiſtrate Cloath'd with a reſtraining Power 
diſtinc# from the Civil, p. 15. Eſpecially, his after 
Reflections on the late Reign, p. 17. and on the Houſe 
of Hanover, p. 23. do ſufficiently ſhow the man, Nor is 
a fewR hetorical Strains upon Her preſent Majeſty in 
the Cloſe, however intended as a Blind, a Covering broad 
enough to hide the Spirit and Deſign of the Author 
from any Thoughtfal Judicious Proteſtant Reader. 
And is ſuch an one to be Hearkned to? Or ſhall 
we have the better Opinion of the Bill, becauſea de- 
clar'd Enemy of the Late Kine and of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion is fo very Earneſt for it > Nay, is it tolera- 
ble, my Lord, that an Impudent Fellow ſhould throw Dirt 
iu the Face of the Illuſtrious Family of Hanover, and 
inſinuate as if they were likely to Countenance and fall 
in with One or Other Party to Ruin the Church? Shall 
ſuch Groundleſs and Unaccountable Surmizes be ſpread 
without regard? And way be thus made for diſannul- 


ling 


61 
ling the AFs of pts dy bringing in little Po- 
piſh Maſter at St. Germans: After both Houſes of 
Parliament, and in a manner the whole Nation, is Sworn 
0 4 Proteſtant Seceſſion ? 

But this hint may ſuffice to ſhew the Purpoſes which 
'fome would ſerve by ſuch a Bill, and what fort of 
Perſons they are who are moſt forward to blowtheCo:ls, 
and to foment Differences and Miſunderſtandings a- 
mens C's, | | 


„Mul non my Lord having gon through the fevers! 
Pamp N ts hich have been Written in Favonr of thi: 
Bill, giveg me 1 2xve to add a few Arguments againſt it, 


and = „ in the y may be conſidered. 

Fi, That it would on many Accounts be pre jn tical 
to the OQucen, to deprive Her of the Service of myl- 
titudes that nw ring and fit to be imployed eſpecially 
in a Time of when all Hands : are needful and 
nothing is more Cree ifirs then to prevent diſcontents a 
Home. | Nav. it is yet the more hard upon Her, that thc 
Prince himſelf will hereby be excluded from Officcs 
. whole Scrvices mult needs be f culiarly grateful to the 
the Qucen, as they are indeed to the Kin, 0 nin general. 
Or if he ſhould bo by Name excepted, We may remem- 


ber that, by ſuch 2 f avour, Th hats J 7 Fork, was 

Wrked out to the Notice and b cferions of the World 5 

1 0 25 by thut mean Wb: was deſer, ey branded for a 
Papiſt, the Prince would hereby motrnreaſt ouadly be 
brantled, as if He vicre 100 2 ſteagy Pre teſt; int. Or after 
all, ſnould the Bill to excropt him, confine irs ſev crity to 
N arural- born 8 ubjects, ho us rauge Wen, 4 it look, to 
bear Harder upon! ch, than! bon thoſe. who are only 


Naturaliz* d. And fide 8, it would be no ſinall r 
to her Majeſty, after ſuch 9 5 aly and Ploaſant Reign, 
to make her Gove TAMEat at its very beginning look. 


more ſcvere: It wou'd ſecmas! ii ſome col le are afraid 


(eſt ker Majeſty | ſhould: be 0. welt lov q while they 
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take fuch a Method to abate the Affections of many 
of her People. es” 8 8 
Nor would it be leſs injurious to the Court, upon whom 
all the ill Conſequences of it will be hereafter charg d. 
You remember, my Lord, the late E. of Clarendox's Caſe, 
who having had too great an hand in the ſevere Act 
which paſs d at Oxford againſt the Diſſenters, in his af. 
ter Troubles, mentions that particularly as what had turn 
to his Prejudice: Since the Parliament at Oxford (ſays he) 
it has been very viſible that my Credit hat been little, &c. 
E. of Clarendon's Petition and Addreſs tothe Lords. 

Nay, my Lord, while it has always been the great Ho- 
nour of Parliaments, that they are the grand Security of 
the Peoples Rights, it may deſerve to be conſidętr d, whether 


it may not be too probable, that ſuch a ufe'df their power as 
turns to ths prejudice of the Subject, would leſſen the 


Affection am Eſteem of the good People of England, for 
em, tho' it be even natural to em to be in love with Par- 
liaments. Iwou'd here again borrow the words of thoſe 
Noble Lordsbefore referr'd to, who ſpeaking of the Sacra 
montal Teſt only, ſay, It give. cate; ee age Rea- 
fon to complain of Inequality and hard Oſage, when they are 
excluded from publick Employments by Law, and that for a 


meerScruple of Conſcience, which can by no means render em 


ſuſpected, much leſs diſaffected to the Government. And they 


add, to ſet Marks of Diſtinction, and Humiliation on any 


ſortof Men, who have not rendred themſelves, juſtly ſuj- 


pected to the Government, js at all times to be 
avoided by the Makers of Juſt and Equitable Laws: and 
may particularly be of ill fed to the Reform d Intereſt 
at Home and Abroad in this preſent ConjunFure, which 
ft andi in need of the United Hands and Hearts of all 
Proteſtants, againſt the Open Attempts and Secret Endea- 
vours of a reſtleſs party, and a Potent Nezghbour, who 
ir more Zealows than Rome it ſelf, to plant Popery in thefe 
Kingdoms, and Labours with the utmoſt force to ſettle 


His 
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His Tyramty: npor the Ruines of . the Reformation. all thro! 

EC oo, inet 
And 'tis not Eaſy to ſay what damage the whole Na- 

tion would ſuſtain by it: what Heats and Animoſities 

may it Occaſion in the ſeveral Corporations of the Land? 


Whit a Check may it give to the free Current of Trade 
both at home and abroad, partly by creating a Strange- 
hes amongſt us, and making us look upon one another 
"With an evil Eye, as in ſome former Reigns; and partly 


by difpiriting the Diſſentert, whereupon they will be leſs 
forward to venture either their Effects abroad, or their 


Caſh in publick Funds at Home. Beſides the Stop it 


may probably put to the Dion with Scotland which is 
now on Foot, and which (in the Judgement both fo 
her preſent Majeſty and of her immediate glorious Pre- 


deceſſor) is neceſſary for the ſafety and welfare of both 


Kingdoms: for it would be but natural for the Scotch Cone- 
riſſroners to conclude, that when once the Uniomis effect- 
ed, the Pres byterians there muſt expect no better treat- 


ment, than the Diſſenters meet with here among us. 


The damage to the Proreflant Intere/t in general, is 


ver y obvious, from what the Lords ſay in the paſſage l laſt 


quoted from em zit will weaken and divide us at Home; 
it will diſcourage our Allies abroad, eſpecially the Dutch; 
the Agents for France, can they but obtain it, would 
reckon it an amends for all their Loſſes, both by Sea and 
Land, and no doubt have their Tools at Work more ways 
than one to Effect it; nor can a more likely ſtep be taken, 
to defeat our hopes of a Prote/tant- Succeſſion, and to ren- 
der us at laſt but a Province of France. 

And to Cloſc all, it can be no way for the Intereſt or 
Reputation of the C. o Eng land, after fo loud Pretenſions 
as ſhe has made to Moderation and Temper, it will (as 
the foremention'd Lords expreſs it) raiſe 4 ſuſpition 
that they are Acted by fomething elſe than the Care of Re. 
ligton, and the Publick; and ſome what that is different 


from 
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From 4 de A to heal or Rreaches, Kc. This ſufely cane 


ver pave the way to 4 Comprehenſion, which yet is as much 
the Deſire of the Beſs Men, as it is the Averfiow f the 
worſt; Nor can it reaſcnably be expeted, that ſuch 
Methods will ever reconcile the Diſſenters to Her; 
they muſt rather unavoidable abate the good Opinion 
many of *tm have of Her; and revive and more deeply 
fix their Pre judices aganſt Her; if not alſo Alienate the 
Minds of many from her, who are at preſe .t in her 
Communion: For there is ſome what, in Humane Na- 


ture itſelf, that does encline Men nin favour 


any that are Trod upon and Ill us d, wi wet a fault, Be- 
ſides that it ma | 


y not a little add to, their Reſentments, 
that the Church ſhould bear hardeſt, A, ele among the 
Diſſenters, who make the neareſt proof es. to Hir. 

Your Lordſhip, and others t . whom, You may 


think fir to communicate this, WIll, eaGly enlarge 
with great advantage upon theſe Hints: Nor need I 
therefore to Apologize, that they art but bints ; but that 
they are not brought into a narrower cpaſs, and that they 
have not ſooner reach'd your Lordſhip's. hands, is owing 
meerly to want of leiſure. And ſince ſo obſcure a Name 
as mine, if it were told, could not in the leaſt add 
weight, or reſpect to the Reaſoning here us d, I beg, if 


this Paper be Publiſhed, that it may only. beknown to 
come from, n 
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One amongſt your Lardſhips Almirerr. 


"> nie 


——ꝓ— — — — 


